OPEN ACCESS
ONIJRMS ONLINE ISSN: 2992-5460
Publications 2025 PRINT ISSN: 2992-6041

https://doi.org/10.59298/NIJRMS/2025/6.1.424600

Page | 42

The Role of Wearable Health Technology in
Monitoring and Managing Chronic Conditions

Niwarinda Arnold

Department of Clinical Pharmacy Kampala International University Uganda
Email: arnold.niwarinda@studwc.kiu.ac.ug

ABSTRACT

Wearable health technology has emerged as a transformative tool in healthcare, offering continuous
monitoring and management of chronic conditions. These devices, ranging from fitness trackers to
advanced biosensors, collect real-time data on parameters such as heart rate, glucose levels, and physical
activity. This paper investigates the potential of wearable health technology to enhance self-management,
improve clinical outcomes, and reduce healthcare disparities. Key case studies demonstrate their efficacy
in chronic condition management, while challenges such as data privacy, accessibility, and integration
with existing healthcare systems are addressed. Future advancements, including Al integration and
improved usability, could further revolutionize chronic disease management and patient care.
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INTRODUCTION
Wearable health technology refers to a group of devices and data integration technologies capable of
tracking health and fitness-related information, including recording heart rate, body temperature, or
activity levels. Wearable health technology is a significant part of today's healthcare landscape and can
take many forms, from global positioning system watches to step trackers and heart rate monitors. The
ability of these technologies to monitor our health and activity has seen a significant rise in recent years,
with wearables moving from a primary focus on step counting and fitness goals to more complex care and
support services. The data from these devices are collected through proprietary applications and can be
used in a personal or clinical environment to the benefit of patients and health care providers. Accelerated
by advancements in technology, these technologies have become significantly more accessible and
affordable in recent years as the commercial market, research centers, and pharmaceutical companies
respond to the demand for more e-health solutions [[1, 27]. The global trend of chronic diseases means
that any advancements or high-quality research in these areas would be extremely beneficial to citizens of
every nation around the world. Wearable technologies have developed over the years, and in 2020, over
50% of the US population had some kind of wearable device monitoring their health and potentially their
chronic conditions. The ease of access has also led to a shift in patient engagement and improved
opportunities for self-management, as the encouragement of data collection for chronic condition
management has evolved. Due to the use of such devices to monitor and collect data, a range of ethical
considerations need to be addressed, particularly when it comes to storing, removing, sharing, and using
data provided by the unique technology. Data collected from these devices are viewed as personal
information that is stored and monitored closely and in accordance with privacy and industry laws in
terms of healthcare data [3, 47].
Chronic Conditions and the Need for Continuous Monitoring

A chronic condition refers mainly to any recurring or long-lasting illness, disease, or health issue that,
quite often, is a degenerative one, meaning that it can progress. This may also mean there is no complete
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cure available for it, only methods to alleviate symptoms. Chronic diseases therefore represent the leading
cause of disability and are responsible for a significant number of deaths annually. An ever-increasing
number of people live with a chronic illness as the populations of countries expand and age. The vast
majority of patients have conditions with symptoms that fluctuate over various time periods and are
responsive to therapeutic treatment. If a patient is consistently monitored, the resultant data detailing
fluctuations in response to attempted treatments can be invaluable. Additionally, it is essential for real-
time data to be collected continually to provide general insight into illness patterns and place potential
treatment effects into context [5, 67]. Traditional healthcare delivery methods generally do not provide an
accurate means of identifying effective treatments. Where resources permit in many parts of the world, it
is not unusual for patients to be seen by a doctor infrequently. For those living in more remote areas, or
who may have disabilities or socioeconomic factors affecting their living arrangements, access to
traditional healthcare methods may be even scarcer. This may also lead to non-compliance with long-
term therapy and increased costs of care. Thus, continuous monitoring is needed to identify and reflect
changes in disease state, and medicine use, and provide early signs of treatment response, disease
progression, and relapses. Real-time continuous monitoring of a patient's health condition can help in the
day-to-day management of symptoms or medicine management and offer preventative or early
identification of complications. By using wearables to monitor health, individuals are not only given a way
to monitor their health but also to influence their attitudes and behaviors in helping to maintain good
health. So, wearables have the dual power of being able to collect data on an individual's condition as well
as foster a patient's stake in their condition management [7, 8. A continuous surveillance mechanism can
help a patient overcome any perceived limitations, such as disability or time constraints. It may also act as
a safety and comfort mechanism, which can be reassuring to a partner or caregiver. Moreover, being
constantly monitored may help patients manage psychological symptoms that may result from anxiety
caused by voluntary or involuntary symptoms, which can impair a patient's socioeconomic well-being. It
is this factor that may also explain the psychological benefit that continuous monitoring gives to patients
and their families and caregivers. It is also this sort of focus that needs to be addressed by the medical
community. But perhaps the most important advantage of miniaturization is that it can influence a change
in medical practice. Assessing the degree of the presence of the symptom may be of major value in
determining responses to therapies. In essence, successful treatment can lead to a lessening or cessation of
symptoms or improving functioning. The longer the period of symptoms prevails, the more likely the
chances of a poor prognosis. Until now, healthcare providers' opinions are reserved owing to the limited
and mostly anecdotal data on the use of wearables in monitoring health. This delay in assessing the health
status of a patient with a growing disease leads to missed opportunities to delay the occurrence of the
disease or, if it has already occurred, lowering disease-associated morbidity and improve the prognosis.
The wider perspective on health has not yet been covered in the current research on chronic monitoring.
In summary, wearables may tell us how to maintain our quality of life and avoid losing it due to illness [9,
10].
Key Features and Functions of Wearable Health Devices

Wearable health devices can be equipped with a variety of sensors for monitoring the user’s day-to-day
living to longitudinally assess the acute flare on the user's physiology and to develop and maintain a
digital replica of the individual’s health. In general, a majority of devices made nowadays target
longitudinal continuous monitoring of the user, including day and night. Common parameters of interest
can be distinguished as: (1) activity estimation, usually as steps walked and distance walked or moved,
sometimes at a given speed or quantity of energy spent based on algorithms that contain decisions on a
combination of different sensors; (2) heart rate, either at rest as an average over a defined period, taken
during a time interval mainly during sleep, or continuously; (8) ECG or heart rate variability; (4)
estimation of blood pressure, either oscillometrically or with a finger cuff and the pulse wave velocity; (5)
glucose monitoring; (6) skin temperature with a thermistor; (7) heart ultrasound and heart sound; (8)
SpO2 [11, 127. A direct effect of the user-friendliness of the interface is the engagement of the user by
participating in the assessment with a certain pledged commitment and compliance. Real-time feedback to
the user can be a feature as additional integrable and interpretable data such as health educational
information. Future wearables are expected to be completely integrated into our daily lifestyle and
'wearable' so that the user will be the one not to forget to carry it, use it, and in the new versions,
recharge it with frequent enough use. The collected data are more and more retrieved wirelessly from the
device through, for example, Bluetooth Low Energy or Zigbee, transferred to the user’s smartphone,
upon which the pledged application is installed or upon which the data are forwarded to health platforms,
accessible through web browsers. Wearable health devices have the potential to show a treatment effect
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in addition to providing health insights and being integrable in a remote patient monitoring service by
healthcare professionals. Successful application of artificial intelligence and data analysis to the data can
lead to the cooperation of the wearable in creating your unique digital model or replica from the user for
being informative for effective therapy predictions or interventions. Security and privacy are important
issues where ample precautions are to be taken: mainly only the user, his or her healthcare professionals,
and other unknown individuals can use the data. Other feasible protection options are discussed:
temporary storage, secured transfer, owner identification, anonymous and encrypted data storage,
updating, and backing up. It is obvious that as the wearable device proves its viability or is capable of
producing uniqueness, it has a future in data science and patient support [13, 147].
Case Studies and Success Stories in Chronic Condition Management with Wearable Tech
The My Dose Coach lends itself to a case study demonstrating a reduction in HbA1lc levels through
better insulin dosage algorithms and preventative behavior. Other case studies incorporate mHealth into
existing healthcare models, reducing inpatient readmission rates and providing further respite for
healthcare professionals. The Renew telemonitoring system, for example, reduced 90-day readmission
rates to 6% from 15—50% in patients already diagnosed with chronic heart failure. A program is also built
into established healthcare models with these healthcare providers endorsing their technology. This
program is unique for a wearable technology showcase, as the mHealth service focuses entirely on mental
health in young adults [15, 167]. Additionally, winning mHealth innovation awards for three consecutive
years, ‘GlowCaps supports adherence and persistent patients, and MailRite offers healthcare businesses
access to clientele resistant to usual modes of advertising. A company works with us to provide evidence
of the practical use of wearable technology in practice within a healthcare unit in a developed healthcare
infrastructure. ‘Fit by Genetics’ gave real medical staff the ability to communicate with their existing
patients—a 50% improvement over the commercial user level of 83%. The Nike+ Sportswatch GPS
promises to allow those with heart conditions to monitor their progress, with other companies innovating
in wearable technology for better chronic condition prevention and management through lifestyle
improvement (17, 187.
Challenges and Future Directions in the Field

Challenges and Future Directions Incorporating wearable health technology into everyday life is not
without its challenges. Battery life, cellular connectivity, data transmission, and interrater reliability of
repeated measures are some of the technical issues that need to be overcome. Interoperability with
existing health systems is another challenge that needs to be addressed. In addition to technical issues,
privacy, security of the data, and the ethical use of information stored have all led to different wearables
being proposed for use by courts. It has even been argued that some factors affecting follow-up care have
arisen because the wearable has changed the patient-physician relationship, with them as the expert,
providing critical information that reduces perceived vulnerabilities. Access to data from the wearable by
the user and also the physician requires technology. At present, people have different levels of confidence
in technology. In particular, the use of wearable devices varies based on age, technology exposure, type of
condition, and disease severity. Those suffering from multiple morbidities or cognitive decline are less
likely to be wearing a device because they may forget or need to be tracked. This is of importance given
the rising disease risk with age. The use of health wearables is also marked by a large geographic digital
divide. The digital divide can be accounted for by perceived need, fear, and even apathy. Recent research
suggests that confidence in using technology, participants’ preferences for someone else to use it before
they are prepared to use it and trust in the results are all key to overcoming the divide. Trends in
wearable health technology include evolution paralleling current age-related morbidity and demographics
entering into wearable technology development, such as improving usability with age, hearing and vision
disparities, and vulnerable populations. It has been suggested that at least some of the disparities in access
can be improved through policy interventions at the point of innovative or technological development.
Healthcare systems can adapt to pervasive technology by changing the economics, culture, strategies
deployed, patient interventions, and policy approach. Policy changes could include reimbursement for
training on how to use the technology and ownership issues of the data as well as the technology. The
future or penultimate revolution in wearables and patient information includes silent alarms based on
disease algorithms. There have been no large studies on peace of mind or quantifying the number of
people who died of chronic disease in this way. Early wearable studies involve cancer prognosis, acute
myocardial infarction, and seizure prediction. For the most part, such studies involve improvements in
wearable technology. At present, the inability of consumer-grade technologies to improve sensor or wear
times rather than data prohibits these sorts of devices from being useful in prediction. Current and future
studies could include the use of wearable activity data to predict heart disease and stroke, identify frailty
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in older people, as well as depression outcomes. Our studies are amongst those that suggest the need to

collect data continuously over a long time to do so. Given the cost, the use of current wearables is likely

to occur in a small subset of the population, such as the 'worried well' or those in whom wearable

algorithms have already shown promise in preliminary studies [3, 197.

CONCLUSION

Wearable health technology holds significant promise for improving the monitoring and management of

chronic conditions. By providing real-time data, these devices empower patients to take an active role in

their healthcare, promote better adherence to treatment regimens, and support clinical decision-making.

Case studies illustrate their impact on reducing hospital readmissions, enhancing mental health support,

and enabling personalized care. However, challenges such as technological barriers, data security, and

equitable access must be addressed to realize their full potential. As advancements in Al and data
analytics continue, wearable technologies are poised to play an increasingly central role in shaping the
future of chronic disease management and transforming global healthcare delivery.
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