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ABSTRACT 
Malaria has been a significant public health challenge in Nigeria, contributing to high morbidity and mortality 
rates, particularly among children under five and pregnant women. Despite all efforts made to control and prevent 
malaria, Nigeria continued to bear a disproportionate share of the global malaria burden. This review critically 
evaluated the effectiveness of current malaria prevention and control strategies in Nigeria, including the use of 
insecticide-treated nets (ITNs), indoor residual spraying (IRS), chemoprevention, and public health education 
campaigns. The methodology involved a comprehensive analysis of peer-reviewed studies, government reports, 
and data from international health organizations to assess these strategies. The review identified gaps in the 
implementation of these strategies and explored innovative approaches that could enhance their impact. It also 
discussed the role of environmental management, community engagement, and the integration of technology in 
malaria control efforts. The findings suggested that while existing strategies have made significant progress in 
reducing malaria transmission, challenges such as resistance to insecticides, inconsistent use of preventive 
measures, and limited healthcare infrastructure hindered their overall effectiveness. The review concluded by 
proposing recommendations for strengthening malaria prevention and control efforts in Nigeria, with a focus on 
sustainability, scalability, and community involvement. 
Keywords: Malaria Control, Insecticide-Treated Nets (ITNs), Indoor Residual Spraying (IRS), Chemoprevention, 
Environmental Management. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Malaria remains one of the most pressing public health challenges in Nigeria, a country that bears a 
disproportionate share of the global malaria burden[1, 2]. Despite considerable efforts to combat the disease, 
Nigeria continues to account for a significant percentage of global malaria cases and deaths, with millions affected 
annually. The endemic nature of malaria in the country is sustained by a combination of favorable climatic 
conditions, socio-economic factors, and gaps in the healthcare system[3]. Over the years, various strategies have 
been implemented to prevent and control malaria in Nigeria, including the widespread distribution of insecticide-
treated nets (ITNs), indoor residual spraying (IRS), chemoprevention, and public health education campaigns[4]. 
These strategies have achieved varying degrees of success, contributing to reductions in malaria incidence and 
mortality. However, the persistent high transmission rates and the emergence of challenges such as insecticide and 
drug resistance call for a critical evaluation of the effectiveness of these interventions.[5] This review seeks to 
examine the current malaria prevention and control strategies in Nigeria, assessing their impact, identifying 
existing gaps, and exploring opportunities for improving their effectiveness. Through this analysis, the review 
aims to contribute to the ongoing efforts to reduce the burden of malaria and move closer to the goal of a malaria-
free Nigeria. 

CURRENT STRATEGIES FOR MALARIA PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
i. Insecticide-treated nets (ITNs) 

ITNs are one of the most widely used malaria prevention tools in Nigeria. These nets, treated with insecticides, 
are designed to kill mosquitoes upon contact, thereby reducing the incidence of mosquito bites and malaria 
transmission[6]. The distribution of ITNs has been a key component of Nigeria’s malaria control strategy, 
particularly in rural areas where the burden of the disease is highest. The effectiveness of ITNs in reducing 
malaria transmission is well-documented, with studies showing significant reductions in malaria incidence in 
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households using ITNs consistently. However, the impact of ITNs is often undermined by challenges such as low 
ownership and usage rates, insecticide resistance among mosquito populations, and issues related to the durability 
of the nets. Additionally, cultural beliefs and practices can influence the proper use of ITNs[7], with some 
communities perceiving them as uncomfortable or unnecessary, particularly during hot seasons. 

ii. Indoor Residual Spraying (IRS) 
IRS involves the application of insecticides to the interior walls of homes to kill mosquitoes that rest on these 
surfaces. This method is particularly effective in areas with high transmission rates and is often used in 
combination with ITNs to provide a dual layer of protection[8]. IRS has been shown to significantly reduce 
malaria transmission in areas where it is consistently applied. However, its effectiveness is compromised by factors 
such as the development of insecticide resistance, logistical challenges in reaching remote areas, and the high cost 
of sustaining IRS programs. Furthermore, the reluctance of some households to allow spraying due to concerns 
about health risks and the inconvenience of preparation can limit the reach and impact of the IRS[9]. 

iii. Chemoprevention 
Chemoprevention involves the use of antimalarial drugs to prevent the onset of malaria in high-risk populations. 
In Nigeria, intermittent preventive treatment in pregnancy (IPTp) and seasonal malaria chemoprevention (SMC) 
are the primary chemoprevention strategies. IPTp has been effective in reducing malaria-related complications 
during pregnancy, while SMC has significantly reduced malaria incidence among children in areas with highly 
seasonal transmission[10, 11]. However, the coverage of these interventions remains suboptimal due to factors 
such as limited access to healthcare services, inconsistent drug supply, and poor adherence to treatment protocols. 
Additionally, the emergence of drug-resistant malaria strains poses a significant threat to the long-term 
effectiveness of chemoprevention strategies. 

iv. Public Health Education and Community Engagement: 
Public health education campaigns and community engagement are critical components of malaria control efforts 
in Nigeria. These initiatives aim to increase awareness of malaria prevention methods, promote the use of ITNs 
and IRS, and encourage timely treatment-seeking behavior. While public health education has played a vital role 
in improving knowledge and attitudes toward malaria prevention, its impact is often limited by cultural and 
behavioral factors.[12, 13] Misconceptions about malaria transmission, reliance on traditional remedies, and 
socio-economic barriers to accessing preventive measures can diminish the effectiveness of these campaigns. 
Moreover, the reach of educational programs is often constrained by inadequate funding and resources, 
particularly in remote and underserved communities. 

EVALUATING THE IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
Environmental management is a critical component of malaria control efforts in Nigeria, targeting the reduction of 
mosquito breeding sites through improved sanitation, waste management, and water drainage[2]. Given Nigeria’s 
tropical climate, which is ideal for mosquito proliferation, environmental interventions are essential in lowering 
malaria transmission rates. Environmental management directly influences mosquito populations by eliminating 
breeding grounds, such as stagnant water bodies. In areas where these interventions have been effectively 
implemented, there has been a noticeable reduction in malaria cases. For example, urban regions with organized 
waste disposal and proper drainage systems have experienced declines in mosquito density, leading to fewer 
malaria outbreaks. However, the effectiveness of environmental management is uneven across Nigeria. Urban 
areas, benefiting from better infrastructure, have shown more success in implementing environmental controls. In 
contrast, rural areas, often lacking basic infrastructure, face significant challenges. In these regions, persistent 
issues like inadequate drainage and poor waste management continue to provide breeding grounds for mosquitoes, 
undermining malaria control efforts. Sustaining the impact of environmental management depends largely on 
continuous community involvement and education[14, 15]. Where communities are actively engaged in 
maintaining cleanliness and eliminating mosquito habitats, there is a stronger, more sustained reduction in malaria 
transmission. However, without ongoing support and engagement, the initial gains from these efforts can quickly 
erode, leading to a resurgence of the disease.[16] While environmental management has proven effective in 
reducing malaria transmission in Nigeria, its impact varies across different regions and is heavily dependent on 
infrastructure and community participation. Ensuring the sustainability and expansion of these efforts, particularly 
in rural areas, is crucial for achieving long-term success in malaria control. 

INNOVATIVE APPROACHES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
As Nigeria continues to grapple with the challenge of malaria, innovative approaches are needed to enhance the 
effectiveness of existing strategies[17]. The integration of technology, such as the use of mobile health (mHealth) 
platforms for monitoring and reporting malaria cases, can improve the efficiency of malaria control programs.[17, 
18] Traditional methods, while effective, have not been sufficient to eliminate the disease, prompting the 
exploration of new strategies and technologies. Additionally, research into new insecticides, antimalarial drugs, 
and vaccines is critical for addressing emerging challenges such as insecticide and drug resistance [19, 20, 21]. 
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Potential Solutions 
Strengthening Surveillance and Data Management: Improved data collection and analysis are essential for 
identifying high-risk areas and targeting interventions more effectively. Strengthening surveillance systems can 
also help in monitoring the development of resistance to insecticides and drugs [22, 23]. 
Enhancing Community-Based Interventions: Engaging communities in malaria control efforts through 
participatory approaches can increase the adoption of preventive measures and improve the overall effectiveness of 
malaria control programs. Community health workers can play a pivotal role in disseminating information and 
providing support to households. 
Scaling Up Climate Adaptation Strategies: As climate change continues to influence malaria transmission 
patterns, integrating climate data into malaria control programs can help anticipate and respond to shifts in 
transmission dynamics. Developing early warning systems and adapting control measures to changing 
environmental conditions will be crucial for sustaining progress in malaria control [21, 22]. 
Emerging Technologies: One of the most promising areas of innovation is the use of genetic engineering to 
control mosquito populations. Techniques such as gene drive systems are being explored to reduce the population 
of anopheles mosquitoes, which transmit malaria. By altering the genetic makeup of mosquitoes to render them 
sterile or resistant to the malaria parasite, these approaches could significantly reduce transmission rates. 
Vaccine Development: Vaccine development is another critical area of focus. The recent introduction of the RTS, 
S/AS01 malaria vaccine represents a significant milestone, offering partial protection against malaria in children. 
Ongoing research is aimed at improving the efficacy and coverage of this vaccine, as well as developing new 
vaccines that could provide broader protection against different strains of the malaria parasite [23]. 
Digital Health and Surveillance: The integration of digital health tools into malaria control programs is also 
gaining traction. Mobile technology and data analytics are being used to improve disease surveillance, enabling 
more targeted interventions. These tools help in tracking malaria cases in real time, predicting outbreaks, and 
optimizing resource allocation. 

Future Directions 
Looking ahead, the future of malaria control in Nigeria will likely involve a combination of these innovative 
approaches. Strengthening the healthcare system to integrate new technologies, expanding vaccine coverage, and 
continuing research into genetic and environmental controls will be crucial. Additionally, fostering international 
partnerships and securing sustained funding will be key to ensuring these innovations are accessible and 
effectively implemented. 

CONCLUSION 
The fight against malaria in Nigeria requires a multi-faceted approach that addresses the complex interplay of 
factors driving malaria transmission. While current strategies such as ITNs, IRS, chemoprevention, and public 
health education have made significant progress in reducing malaria incidence, their effectiveness is often limited 
by challenges such as resistance, cultural practices, and resource constraints. To achieve long-term success in 
malaria prevention and control, it is essential to strengthen existing strategies, explore innovative approaches, and 
foster greater community involvement. By addressing these challenges and leveraging new opportunities, Nigeria 
can make significant strides toward reducing the burden of malaria and ultimately achieving a malaria-free future. 
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